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Choir is out, and we should take some time now to relax,
To laze upon a sandy strand with the sun upon our backs.
With the music in your hand and an I-pod in your ear
You can learn the notes and words whilst supping a cool beer.
My normal bad service will be resumed sometime in September with reports on the Clare Meal, BBQ and
Ivor’s Dabbling Duck Walk. Welcome back Ivor.
Have a good break and see you all on Thursday 7 September, if not before.

Thursday 20 July — End of term
It was lovely to see and catch-up with
some of our senior Choir Friends and
everyone else who came along to our last
rehearsal or ‘Neville’s Night’. As usual
there was an abundance of florid fancy
shirts in Neville’s memory.

Final concert of the 2016/2017 season
St Mary’s Church, Redgrave Church, Saturday 8 July
On a beautiful summer's evening we gathered in Redgrave
Church, which is set in spectacular rolling countryside.
The first song, With A Voice Of Singing was such a good
choice as an opener, followed in the first group by Speed
Your Journey and Morte Criste, both well-known popular
numbers. Then a song new to me, St Clements; so good to
hear new numbers introduced.
As usual, Mark soon had the audience at ease with his lighthearted introductions. Then a wonderful treat of four
beautifully sung songs from David Sadler, accompanied by
Mark. The Richard Wagner’s Abendstern gave me goosebumps, so beautiful.
It was so clever for David to sing Sure On This Shining
Night and then for the choir to follow this, sung as a choral
piece. I remember this number being sung for the first time
at Southwell Minster in March 2014; I loved it then, and
again when it was sung this time. Three songs finished the
first half including the French song, Cantique de Jean
Racine sung in French; well done.
A change of mood for the second half, which included
Angels with Calvin joined by Simon and David on guitar.
Then David's voice filling the church with another four
amazing songs which demonstrated David's vocal range,
tenor to bass. What a treat.
The Burt Bacharach numbers I think are a great addition to
the repertoire, easy to listen to and so well sung.
It has been a long time since I have been able to come to a
concert and it was a joy to listen to familiar songs and the
introduction of the many new. Well done SEMVC.
Shirley Beardsmore

Having picked a winner
from the four sections and following
deep and serious deliberations, I am
pleased to announce that young Jim
Beardsmore was ajudged to be ‘Best in
Show’. Jim assures me that he
hand-dyed the shirt himself!

Baritone Retirement
Brian Nunn recently announced that he
was “retiring” from the choir stressing that
he was not resigning.
Brian became a member in September
1989 and was therefore one of a growing
band of members who had been awarded
the traditional cuff links to mark his twenty
five year membership. Like Ernie Broom, Brian had
worked for BT and it was Ernie who had persuaded him to
join the choir, one of several members that Ernie recruited
over the years.
When I was Vice Chairman in the mid 1990s and at that
time responsible for publicity, with Brian’s willing help we
would walk the town leaving posters at various shops and
offices whose owners had agreed to display concert
notices and posters.
Like so many older members, Brian cited travelling and
standing as two of the main reasons for his decision but
his interest in racing at Newmarket was also a
factor. When speaking to Brian recently he said that he
would hope to keep in touch and to even make the
occasional visit on a Thursday evening. We wish Brian all
the best for the future.
Richard Everett (Baritone)

SEMVC Summer Meal
The Choir’s Summer meal will be at The
Cock Inn, 3 Callis Street, Clare, CO10
8PX, 7.00 for 7.30 pm on Thursday 10
August.
SEMVC Summer Barbecue, Sunday 20 August, Noon
by kind invitation of Tim Freathy (Second Tenor)
Depden Care Farm, Rookery Farm, Depden, IP29 4BU
(just off the A143 near Chedburgh)
Cost £8 per head (chicken, sausage, burger and bread/
rolls. Strawberries and cream plus a sweet creation from
Paul Davis.)
Please bring your own drinks, glasses and chairs.
Cutlery will be provided.
Vegetarian options need to be pre-ordered.
Salads - Let Tony know what you are taking - small
quantity.
Help is required on the day to assist with cooking,
serving, clearing up and the erecting of party tents, gazebos
etc.
There may be the opportunity to buy 1 pint shares in a firkin
of ale, please contact Paul Davis for details and share
certificates.
Closing date for numbers - Thursday 10 August
Ivor’s ‘Norfolk Walk’
Thursday 24 August, 3.30 pm – Meet at the well on the village
green outside The Dabbling
Duck, Abbey Road, Great
Massingham, Norfolk
PE32 2HN. Walk is about 5
miles through Great and
Little Massingham and part
of the Peddars Way. Hopefully a meal after at The Dabbling Duck.
(BSE to Gt Massingham (north of Swaffham) is just over 40 miles.)
Contact Ivor before Thursday 17 August if you wish to take part.
(01284 719236 / 07899 025559; ijthulborn@btinternet.com)

Dates for your Diary
Th 10 August - SEMVC Summer meal, The Cock Inn, Clare
(Booking now closed)
Sun 20 August - SEMVC Barbecue, Depden, IP29 4BU.
(Closing date Th 10 August)
Th 24 August - Ivor’s Norfolk Walk and meal, Great
Massingham
Th 7 September - SEMVC rehearsals resume
Sa 30 September – Concert at St Mary’s Church, Stratford
St Mary CO7 6LS in aid of church funds
Sa 14 October - Three Choirs Festival with The Dalesmen
MVC and Mansfield and District MVC, Derby Cathedral
Centre, 18-19 Iron Gate, Derby DE1 3GP
Su 15 October - Derby visit, Crich Tramway Village
Sa 18 November - Concert with Leigh Orpheus MVC,
St Peter's Church, Sudbury CO10 2EA, in aid of RAFA
2018
Sa 20 January - SEMVC 30th Anniversary Dinner
Sa 24 February - Concert with Downham Prep School
Sa 24 March - Concert St Botolph’s Church, Colchester
Sa 14 April - Concert with Suffolk Constabulary MVC,
venue tbc, Ipswich
Sa 12 May - Concert with MGV 1865 Werdorf e.v., venue
tbc
Th 12 July - Elmswell Over 55s Club, Blackbourne
Centre, Elmswell IP30 9GY
F 27 July - Th 2 Aug - Wales 2018 details tbc

Uniform or performance Dress
As you all know, the object of Choral singing is for a choir to
sound as one voice, with no one voice or section being more
predominant than the rest, unless so directed by the Musical
Director. This creates the correct balance and makes the
music pleasant on the ear. Having achieved that goal, it is
then important that the choir is equally pleasant on the eye.
This is where uniformity of dress plays its own part in a
performance.
You are all aware of the plan to change our performance
dress by September and the details are listed below. The
changes are small but significant, such as the black bow tie.
In the past we have all used a black tie but the styles have
been many and various, ditto the materials used. The shirts
we have worn have been a similar case, some plain, some
pleated or frilled.
We are now strongly urging you to buy the preferred shirt
and bow tie. The current fly-fronted shirt, whilst thin, is
acceptable but no pleated or frilled shirts please.
Please also bear in mind that the dinner jacket should be
double-breasted.
Concert Dress from September 2017
Informal Concerts
- Black choir-crested shirt
- Black trousers (not DJ trousers)
- Black shoes and socks
Formal Concerts
- Double-breasted black dinner jacket and trousers
- White fly-fronted plain white shirt with standard collar
- Black bow tie
- Black shoes and socks
Our nominated supplier for ties and shirts is Clermont Direct.
Black bow ties - £5.00 each
White (Marcella) shirts - £24.00 each
These items are of good quality and the tie is very easy to
adjust.
Rob and Ivor will take your orders. Please allow plenty of
time for the orders to be grouped and delivered.
Tony has two second-hand suits in stock, they were Robin’s
and would fit a tall, slim chorister.
Clermont Direct also deal in Dinner suits new and ex-hire.
Rob B

This issue of Tone’s Tidings is sponsored by A&C Home Solutions
(Carpentry and Plumbing Services). Bathrooms, kitchens etc. fitted
and bespoke cabinet making service etc. Work done for several Choir
members. Please contact Alastair (Ali) Everett (yes, his father is a
Baritone) on 07941640548 or on alieverett72@gmail.com

Reports and pictures for Tidings are welcome.
Please contact Chairman Tony Farr, 01440 704179,
lolandtony@talktalk.net

